JFK Review Guide
Election of 1960
· Who ran?  Who won?  By how much?

· Richard Nixon

· Background (family, etc…), record in the Senate, previous experience, personality, age

· Strengths and weaknesses as candidate

· John F. Kennedy

· Background (family, etc…), reputation in 1960 (how/why did people know him?), family, previous experience, personality, age

· Strengths and weaknesses as candidate

· What problems did voters have with Kennedy?  With Nixon?

· Why did Kennedy win?

· Eisenhower?  Personality?  Tactical decisions (what were they)?

· Nixon-Kennedy debates

· What effect did those have on the election?

· What were the positives and negatives of each candidate’s performance?

· Who “won” the debates?

· What happened in Illinois?

Bay of Pigs invasion (1961)
· Groupthink

· What is it?  What are the characteristics?  How did it play a role in the Bay of Pigs invasion? (specifically)

· Cuba

· Batista and Castro – who are they?  What happened between the two of them?  Who’s in power?  What type of government is put in place?  How does the US feel about it?

· US plan and objective

· What is the plan?  What problems were there with it?

· Invasion

· What happens? What goes wrong?  Air strikes, media, who is sent, what happens to them, what we expected to happen, etc…

· Legacy of Bay of Pigs and lessons learned

· What did Kennedy learn?  What should Kennedy of learned?

Cuban Missile Crisis
· Soviet missiles in Cuba

· How does the US find out?  What do they know?  What don’t they know?

· Ex-Comm – what was it?  Purpose?

· Possible responses – what are they?  Pros and cons of each?

· Kennedy’s response – why?

· Who does he inform?  How? 

· Mood of the country

· Soviet response

· Soviet freighters?  Missile sites in Cuba

· Khrushchev’s telegrams

· What did they say?  How did the US feel about these?

· Bobby Kennedy’s plan and secret meeting

· What is the plan?  What offer does the US make?  What was decided at the secret meeting?

· Khrushchev’s response – does he accept?  How does he feel about that?

· Other responses (Castro, etc…)?

· Were the agreements carried out?

· Evaluation of Kennedy

· Why do some people give him praise and others criticize?

· Outcomes/legacy

· Hot line, limited nuclear test ban, Kenney’s speech

· Disagreements that still persisted

Assassination of JFK

· When?  Where?  By whom?

· Terms to know: John Connolly, Lee Harvey Oswald, Abraham Zapruder, Jack Ruby, J.D. Tippitt, Dealey Plaza, Texas School Book Depository, magic bullet, Warren Commission, Select House Committee on Assassinations

· Trip to Texas – why?  How did JFK feel about it?

· The assassination – how did it all happen?  (The bullets, Lee Harvey Oswald, the hospital, etc..)

· The Zapruder film

· Lee Harvey Oswald

· Background – what about him shows that he was prepared to kill the presient?

· What happened to him?

· Conspiracy theories – why do so many exist?  What are they?

· Magic bullet theory – what is it?  Why isn’t it true?

· Reaction to assassination – how did the nation/world feel?  Effect on the nation/world?

