
THE CAMPUS VISIT 
 
Campus visits are absolutely essential to your college search process.  No brochure or website can truly communicate the 
"spirit" of a school.  Fortunately, living in the Boston area provides you with a wide variety of schools you can visit within 
a short drive of the city.  Not to mention, living in New England also provides you with an opportunity to visit schools in 
the surrounding states without having to dedicate much time to traveling.   
 
TIMING 
 
1.  You should plan to visit as many schools as you are able to in the spring and summer before your senior year.  Do 
some research and reading before you buy plane/bus/train tickets.  Does X College even offer engineering/theatre/your 
intended major? Etc. 
 
2.  At the end of the summer, you should have a short list of colleges in which you are especially interested.  Plan to re-
visit those schools (even if you saw them during the summer) in the fall.  It makes a huge difference to see a place when 
the students are there!  If you visit when school is in session, you may be able to sit in on classes, stay overnight in the 
residence halls, speak to professors and departments, coaches, etc. 
 
4.  Most schools have open houses in the fall.  You will, no doubt, be invited to many of them.  If you are able to visit 
schools during these programs, do so.  Most, if not all, schools have similar programs in the spring for accepted students. 
 
SETTING UP THE VISIT 
 
1.  Start with the institution’s website.  The admissions page should provide visiting information, times for campus tours 
and interviews, and how to go about setting up campus appointments.  Some places do not require that you register in 
advance for a tour or info session, but there are exceptions.  If necessary, sign-up several weeks in advance, especially if 
you want to interview, stop by a department, or meet with a coach.  If you are visiting over spring break, check to see 
when the college is on spring break.  The admissions office will, most likely, still be open.  Still, it would be nice to know if 
you could go to classes while you are there.  Remember that many departments won't be available in the summer 
months.  Ask the admissions office what they recommend - you may also wish to write to the department chair to ask for 
any detailed information that they can provide.  Starting now most, if not all, of the correspondence (including 
registration for events) you have with a college or university should be coming from the student. 
 
2.  Use a map.  Do a little planning.  It may be unrealistic to think that you can see more than two colleges in one day.  
(OK, if you really have to - three, but be warned that things might blend together and you could start feeling burned out 
and overwhelmed.) 
 
3.  Make a list of questions to bring with you.   
 
Suggested Questions: 
What is your freshmen retention rate? 
What are the current issues of importance to students/faculty on campus? 
Are undergraduate courses taught by professors or teaching assistants? 
What do you like/dislike the most about College X? 
Why did you choose this school? 
How large are classes? 
What are your distribution/core/general/academic requirements? 
How easy is it to double major or to pursue multiple areas of academic interest? 
If I change my major, will it be difficult to switch into a different program? 
If I am not officially studying art/music/theatre/insert program major, can I still take courses and access resources? 
Is housing guaranteed all four years? 
Do first year students all live together? 
How does your meal plan work? 
What do students do on the weekends?  Do most students stay on campus? 
What role do fraternities/sororities play on campus? 
Will my financial aid status be weighed in the admissions process? 
How do you allocate financial aid?  Do you offer merit scholarships? 
What is the average indebtedness of your graduates? 
 



 
 
4.  If you are pressed for time, and choosing between an information session or a tour you may want to consider taking 
the tour.  In information sessions, admissions officers usually quote their stats, tell you what five things they look at most 
carefully in an application (example: grades, test scores, recs, essay, activities,) and answer questions – all things 
generally available on websites and in guidebooks.  Tours, which are usually student-conducted, could be more honest, 
concrete, memorable looks at the school.    
 
5.  Most tours are "walking tours".  Expect to walk a mile or so over the course of an hour or more.  
 
6.  Your parents and family members are welcome to attend the info sessions and tours (not interviews, though).  
Someone's parents will inevitably be asking all the embarrassing questions during the tour (dating, safety issues, and 
curfews) - and “those” parents could even end up being yours.  Remember this is a big deal for them, too.  Let them ask 
the questions they need to ask in order to feel comfortable with a campus.   
 
7.  Make the most out of your time on campus.  If you have a particular academic or athletic interest, set up some time 
with the department chair or the coach if s/he is available.  The more you scratch the surface, the easier it will be to 
determine fit. 
 
8.  If you meet “your rep”, grab a business card in case you have any questions in the future. 
 
ON CAMPUS INTERVIEWING 
 
Institutions offer a variety of ways for prospective students to interview.  For instance, you may be applying to schools 
that offer evaluative interviews, informational interviews, alumni interviews, or no interviews at all.  Most universities also 
employ students who conduct interviews with prospective students, so don’t be surprised if you enter the interview room 
with someone just a few years older than you.  This may actually work to your benefit, as students of the institution may 
be better able to answer your questions about academic and student life.  You may also be able to sign up for interviews 
with admissions staff members are who “on the road”.  All this being said, make sure to understand interviewing 
requirements for the institutions you are applying to (are they highly recommended or required, is there a specific point in 
the application process where they are offered, etc.).  
 
Some tips: 
 
1.  Again, start with the institution’s admission website.  Information on how to register for interviews should be posted 
and easily accessible on the web.  Once you (again, correspondence should be coming from the applicant) register, make 
sure to record the date and time.  If your schedule changes and you are not able to attend the interview, make sure to 
call or email the admissions office to notify them or to cancel!  Do not sign up for multiple slots for ‘back up’ interview 
times – this eliminates options for other students who are interested in interviewing. 
 
2.  Give yourself plenty of time, especially if you are going to be attending an information session or a tour.  It’s 
important for you to enter as relaxed as possible, and giving yourself enough time to be “in the zone” can only benefit 
you. 
 
3.  Don’t come overly prepared.  Interviews are meant to capture “the real you”. If you arrive with canned responses or 
are seemingly too polished, this may not work in your favor.  Be yourself! 
 
4.  If there are “props” that you think might be helpful in guiding your conversations, bring them!  (For example, 
newspaper articles, résumés, portfolios, etc.) 
 
5.  Ask questions of the interviewer!  Always remember, you are interviewing them as much as they are interviewing you. 
 
6.  Consider a thank you note or email, but know that it isn’t at all required or necessary. 
 
 


